Chess Addict

   Ok, I admit it. I am a chess addict. I have played thousands of games over 30 years. Why, I played over 4,000 games on the Internet last year alone. I have over 2,000 chess books. I can't possibly read them all. I have millions of games of CD, Zip drives, 3.5 inch diskettes, and 5 1/4 inch diskettes. I can't possibly play them all. I have all the chess programs and all the databases, but am playing so much on the Internet or at clubs, I don't have the time to look at them. And I have written dozens of chess books and hundreds of chess articles. And I haven't run out of ideas yet. I have organized dozens of events, been involved in chess politics at all levels, and have won my fair share of tournaments. I have my own chess web site with hundreds of links and dozens of chess trivia articles. I guess I am a hopeless chess addict. My wife tries to break me of it with cards or sports or TV or seeing relatives, but nothing works to cure me. I have withdrawal pains if I don't play a game after a few days. I am on the computer playing chess or at the local chess club or looking at some postal game all the time. Don't let this happen to you. Identify the signs early. 
   You know you are a chess addict if: 

· you bump into someone and say J'adoube. 

· you set up a chess set with salt and pepper shakers and food items when you sit at a checkered tablecloth. 

· you calculate 8x8 faster than 7x7 

· you have more chess clocks than watches 

· you buy the biggest, fastest, most expensive computer just to play chess on it or use it as a database 

· mate, mating positions, exposed bishops, and forking the queen have nothing to do with sex 

· you take a chess set and book to the bathroom, and forget to go to the bathroom 

· you meet someone, your first question is, "What's your rating?" 

· you downloaded every game of the University of Pittsburgh ftp site and The Week in Chess, in ChessBase, PGN, and Chess Assistant format 

· you buy a newspaper only if it has a chess column in it 

· you still think Bobby Fischer is a hero who will come back the U.S. and take on the rest of the world again. 

· you have more chess books than any other book or magazine combined 

· you know the next Olympics is not in Australia or Salt Lake City 

· you spot the chessboard set up wrong in every movie with a chess scene 

· you who know exactly what James Bond movie the above scene was taken from 

· you name any of your pets Fischer, Tal, Karpov, Kasparov, or Alekhine 

· your favorite movie is "Searching for Bobby Fischer" 

· you have checkered underwear with "It's your move" on the front 

· you have fantasies of mating one of the Polgar sisters (that's checkmating) 

· your favorite snack is Pepperidge Farm's Chessmen cookies 

· you have the 1999 International Chess Calendar hanging up in front of you 

· you have the "Chessplayers make better mates" bumper sticker 

· you know what BCO, ECO, MCO, NCO all mean and have all these books 

· you ask girl if she plays chess before you ask her out for a date 

· you end your letters and email with "P.S. 1.P-K4" hoping to start a game 

· you drop everything and quickly spin around if you hear someone say, "Hi, Bobby" at a chess tournament 

· you have read all of this. 

